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Here is the detailed explanation for Pasurams 22 through 30 of the Thiruppavai,
marking the conclusion of Andal's divine vow.

Pasuram 22: Anganma Nalathu (The Surrender of Kings)

dagal

In this verse, the maidens, having arrived at the Lord's bedside, describe the
nature of their surrender, comparing it to the defeated kings of the world, and
beg for His awakening glance.

The Context of Surrender

Andal describes the kings of the vast, beautiful earth (Anganma falathu arasar).
These kings, once filled with pride and ego, have now lost their arrogance
(Abimana bangamay) and have come to the foot of the Lord's bed. They wait in
crowds (Sangam iruppar pol), having realized that they have no other refuge. The
maidens state that they, too, have come and gathered (Thalaippeydhém) with
that same sense of submission, shedding their ego.



The Divine Glance (The Analogy)

They request the Lord to open His eyes slowly. Andal uses a specific simile:
Kinkinivay Seidha Tamarai Pt Polé. She compares His half-opening eyes to the
small, bell-like opening of an anklet (Kinkini) or a half-bloomed lotus. Just as the
bells inside an anklet are visible through a slit but do not fall out, His eyes
should open slightly, revealing the beauty within.

Sun and Moon

They ask for His beautiful red eyes (Serikan) to open little by little (Siruchirudhé)
upon them. They pray that His gaze be like the rising of both the Moon and the
Sun simultaneously (Thingalum Adithanum Elundar P6l).

« If His eyes were only like the Sun, the heat (justice) might burn away their
sins too harshly.

« If only like the Moon, it might be too cool (pure mercy) without removing
their ignorance.

* They need the combination: the Sun to burn their sins and the Moon to cool
them with grace.

The Goal

If the Lord looks upon them with those two beautiful eyes (Ankan irandum
kondu), the curse or burden of sins upon them (Engal meél shapam) will be
destroyed.

Pasuram 23: Mari Malai Mulaiijil (The Lion Awakening) {7

Andal uses a majestic metaphor of a lion waking from hibernation to describe
how the Lord should rise and proceed to His throne to hear their pleas.

The Lion Analogy (Narasimha/Krishna)

Andal describes a majestic lion (Siriya Singam) that has been sleeping in a
mountain cave (Malai Mulafjil) throughout the rainy season (Mari).

* Awakening: When the season ends, the lion wakes up (Arivurru), opens its
fiery eyes (Thi vilithu), and its mane bristles and fluffs up (Veri mayir ponga).



* Action: It stretches its body to shake off lethargy (Eppadum pérndhu udhari),
stands upright (Mdri nimirndhu), and roars (Mulangi) before setting out.

Divine Application

Andal asks the Lord, who has the color of the Kayampu flower (Pdvai Pd Vanna),
to rise with the majesty of that lion. This highlights the Lord's ability to reconcile
opposites (Agatita Ghatanad Samarthyam): He possesses the ferocity of a Lion
(Narasimha) and the beautiful, soft complexion of a flower (Krishna)
simultaneously.

The Request

They ask Him to leave His bedchamber (Un Koyil ningi) and come to the well-
adorned, grand throne (Siriya Singdsanam). Just as Rama would sit on his throne
to patiently hear the grievances of his people, they ask Krishna to sit and inquire
about the purpose of their arrival (Yam vanda kariyam arayndhu arul).

Pasuram 24: Andru Ivvulagam (The Praise of Deeds)

This verse serves as a Pottri (praise/stotra). The maidens realize that to get their
request granted, they must sing the glory of His feet and His heroic deeds
across avatars. This verse bridges the Krita, Treta, and Dwapara yugas.

Divine Avatars Celebrated:

* Vamana/Trivikrama Avatar: "Praise to the feet that measured the world
that day" (Andru Ivwulagam Alandhay Adi Pottri). The Lord measured the
worlds without discrimination, touching the heads of all beings equally.

« Rama Avatar: "Praise to the valor that destroyed the King of Southern
Lanka" (Sendru Angu Thennilangai Serrdy Thiral Pottri). This honors His journey
to Lanka to destroy Ravana.

* Krishna Avatar:

+ Sakatasure: Praise to the fame of kicking the wheel demon (Sakadam
Uthaithay Pugal Pottri).



* Vatsasura/Kapithasura: Praise to the foot that threw the calf-demon at the
wood-apple tree (Kandru Kunila Erindhay Kalal Pottri).

+ Govardhana: Praise to the character/quality (Gunam) that lifted the hill as an
umbrella (Kundru Kudaiya Eduthay) to save the people from the rain.

* Spear (Vel): Praise to the spear in His hand that destroys enemies (Vendru
Pagai Kedukkum Nin Kaiyil Vel Pottri).

Purpose

They have come to praise his bravery (Sévagamé Ethi) and seek his grace (Irangi)
to grant the drum.

Andal highlights the dramatic birth and survival of Krishna, born to one mother

and raised by another, to evoke His protective nature.
The Two Mothers 2

The verse describes the Lord being born as the son of one matchless woman
(Oruthi Maganay Pirandhu - Devaki) and, in the same night (Or iravil), becoming
the son of another (Oruthi Maganay Olithu Valara - Yashoda) to hide and grow.

Kamsa's Terror

Kamsa (Kanjan) could not bear this (Tharikkilan agi) and harbored evil intent
(Thingu Ninainda).

The Divine Response

The Lord frustrated Kamsa's intent (Karuthai Pilaippithu) and stood as a Fire in
Kamsa's stomach (Kanjan Vayirril Neruppenna Nindra). This "fire" represents the
intense fear and anxiety Kamsa felt as Krishna destroyed his demons one by
one.



The Plea

Addressing Him as the tall, supreme Lord (Nedumalé), the maidens state they
have come begging/praying (Aruthithu Vandom). If He grants the drum (Parai),
they will sing of His wealth and bravery (Thiruthakka Selvamum Sévagamum Yam
Padi), and their sorrows will vanish (Varuthamum Thirndhu).

Pasuram 26: Malé Manivanna (The Request for
Paraphernalia) [7

The maidens ask specifically for the objects required for their vow, citing the
traditions of their elders.

Address <*

They call Him Malé (One with great love for devotees) and Manivanna (The
gem-hued one).

Tradition

They ask Him to provide what the elders practiced in previous times (Mélaiyar
Seyvanagal).

The List of Requirements:

1. Conch: They want conches like His Panchajanya, which is milk-white
(Palanna Vannathu) and shakes the whole earth with its sound (Nalathellagm
Nadunga Muralvana).

2. Drums: Very large drums (Sala Peru Paraiye). v

3. Singers: Those who sing the "Pallandu” (Long Live) hymns (Pallandu
Isaippare). g~

4. Lamps: Decorative lamps (Ko6la Vilakké). e,

5. Flags and Canopies: Kodiye Vidanameé. %~



Divine Reference

They address Him as the one sleeping on the banyan leaf (Alinilaiyay), reminding
Him of His power to contain the universe within Himself during the deluge, yet
be accessible to them now.

Pasuram 27: Kudarai Vellum (The Feast of Victory)

This verse, often celebrated as Kdadaravalli, describes the rewards and the great
feast they will enjoy after the vow.

The Victor

Andal addresses the Lord as Govinda, the one who wins over even those who
refuse to join Him (Kadarai Vellum). This refers to His ability to conquer enemies
(like Ravana) but also to conquer devotees (like Bhishma) by submitting to their
love.

The Rewards (Sammanam)

By singing His praise, they earn the gifts the country praises (Nadu Pugalum
Parisinal). These include: - Ornaments: Bracelets (Sddagam), shoulder bands
(Thél-valai), ear studs (Thodu), ear-flowers (Sevi-pd), and anklets (Padagam). -
Dress: New clothes (Adai Uduppom).

The Feast

After adorning themselves, they will eat Rice cooked in Milk (Pal Soru or Akkara
Vadisal).

Abundance

The dish will be covered in ghee (Mdda Ney Peydhu). The ghee will be so plentiful
that when they eat, it will drip down their elbows (Mulangai Valivara).

Goal

To be together with Him and be cooled/refreshed (Kadi irundhu kulirndhu).




Y

This verse is considered the essence of Saranagati (Surrender), where the

maidens highlight their lowly status and intimate bond with Krishna.
Humility

They describe themselves as members of the cowherd clan who follow the cattle
into the forest to eat (Kanam Sérndhu Unbom). They possess no intelligence or
wisdom (Arivu Ondrum Illadha Aykulam).

The Great Fortune -

Despite their lack of qualifications, their only merit is that Krishna took birth in
their clan (Undannai Piravi Perunthanai Punniyam Yam Udaiyom).

Govinda

They address Him as Govinda (the perfect, blemish-less Lord), emphasizing His
connection to the cows and earth.

The Bond ¢’

They assert that the relationship (Uravu) between Him and them cannot be
broken or severed by anyone (Olikka Oliyadhu).

Apology

They ask Him not to be angry (Siri Aruladhé) for calling Him by "small names"
(Siru Pér Alaithanamum) out of love and ignorance, rather than His grand divine
titles.

Request

They ask the Lord (Iraiva) to grant them the Parai.




In this penultimate verse, the maidens clarify their true purpose. They reveal
that the "drum" was just a pretext; their real desire is eternal service.

The Timing

They have come very early in the morning (Sirram Siru Kalé), around 3:00 to 4:00
AM (Brahma Muhurtham), to worship His golden lotus feet (Pon Tamarai Adiyé).

The Connection

They remind Him that He was born in their cattle-herding clan (Perram Meéythum
Kulathu) and thus cannot refuse their personal service (Kurréval Engalai Kollamal
Pégadhu).

The Real Prayer

They clarify, "Do not think we came only for the drum today" (Irrai Parai Kolvan
Andru Kan).

* Eternal Bond: They ask to be related to Him and serve Him for seven times
seven births (Ettraikkum Elél Piravikkum).

* Service: "We will become Yours; we will serve only You" (Unakké Nam
Atcheyvom).

* Purity: "Remove all other desires from us" (Marrai Nam Kamangal Matru).

Pasuram 30: Vanga Kadal Kadaintha (The Phala Sruti) &

The final verse is the Phala Sruti (Benediction). Here, Andal drops the persona of
the cowherd girl and speaks as herself, the daughter of Periyalvar.

The Lord &

She praises the Lord as Madhavan (Consort of Lakshmi) and Kesavan, who
churned the wavy ocean of milk (Varnga Kadal Kadaintha).



The Maidens

She references the Gopis as the "jeweled women with moon-like faces" (Thingal
Thirumugathu Séyilaiyar) who went and worshipped the Lord.

The Author #£

This garland of Sangam Tamil verses (Sanga Tamil Malai) was composed by
Kodai (Andal), the daughter of Pattarpiran (Periyalvar), who hails from the
beautiful Srivilliputhur (Ani Pudhuvai) adorned with lotus ponds.

The Blessing |,

Those who recite these 30 verses without error (Muppadhum Thappameé) will
receive the grace of the four-shouldered Lord (Irirandu Mal Varai Thé/)—the
wealthy Tirumal (Selva Thirumal). They will receive His divine grace everywhere

(Engum Thiruvarul Perru) and live in eternal happiness (Inburuvar).

Thiruppavai Pasurams Playlist - YouTube

These articles are based on discourses by Sri Dushyanth Sridhar, who renders

discourses in English & Tamil on Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata, Vishnu
Purana, Bhagavad Gita, Vishnu Sahasranama, and Divya Prabanda in the
upanyasam, pravachanam, or kalakshepam style. Visit https://desikadaya.org

for more information. These notes are presented solely for educational
purposes to help viewers download and benefit from these teachings. Any
incorrect interpretations or inaccuracies are mine and unintentional—please
forgive me. For any feedback, please send an email.
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